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METRORapid Inner Katy Project
Virtual Public Meeting

Wednesday, May 4, 2022
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Agenda

• Project Background

• Public Engagement & Project 
Development

• Locally Preferred Alternative
• Inner Katy Segment

• Downtown Segment

• Features and Benefits

• Environmental Studies

• Next Steps
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Project Background
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Project Concept from METRONext Plan
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Closing the Gap in Regional Express Infrastructure
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METRORapid BRT Line
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Future Expansion to High-Speed Rail Terminal
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Regional Express Bus Network
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Future METRORapid University Corridor BRT
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Westpark/
Lower Uptown 

Transit Center

Galleria

Uptown

Northwest
Transit Center

Memorial
Park

Downtown

EaDo
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One-Seat Ride



Public Engagement & 
Project Development
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August 16, 2021

Virtual 
Public Meeting 

#2

January 20, 
2022

Neighborhood 
Project Update

February 25, 
2021

Virtual 
Public Meeting 

#1
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January 31, 
2022

Virtual 
Public Meeting 

#3

August 3, 2021

Neighborhood 
Station 

Workshop
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Public Engagement

May 4, 2022

Virtual 
Public Meeting 

#4
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Community Input

Accessibility

Noise Safety

Support

Air Quality

Station Options
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Project Development Process
M

E
T

R
O

R
A

P
ID

 I
N

N
E

R
 K

A
T

Y
 P

R
O

JE
C

T

INNER KATY SEGMENT ALIGNMENTS: I-610 TO I-45

INNER KATY SEGMENT STATIONS

DOWNTOWN SEGMENT

Preferred
Alignment 

and Stations

Station Options
Evaluation

Operational
Analysis

Station Options
Identification

METRONext Route
Initial Review

Detailed
Evaluation

Preliminary
Evaluation
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What is a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)?
M

E
T

R
O

R
A

P
ID

 I
N

N
E

R
 K

A
T

Y
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
M

E
T

R
O

R
A

P
ID

 I
N

N
E

R
 K

A
T

Y
 P

R
O

JE
C

T

The selection of the LPA allows METRO to enter 
the next phase of project development:

• Initiate environmental studies for the LPA 
and develop a Categorical Exclusion (CE), a 
federal NEPA requirement

• Initiate further stakeholder engagement 
focused on the LPA

• Begin preliminary engineering

The alignment and mix of station locations that best meet corridor needs, 
project objectives, and community preferences.
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METRORapid Inner Katy Project LPA



LO C A L LY  P R E F E R R E D  A LT E R N AT I V E

Inner Katy Segment
Alignment
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Inner Katy Segment: Alignment Options
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Inner Katy Segment: Cross Section
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Difference between Options 1 and 2 at I-45
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LO C A L LY  P R E F E R R E D  A LT E R N AT I V E

Inner Katy Segment
Stations
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Shepherd/ 
Durham
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Studemont
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LO C A L LY  P R E F E R R E D  A LT E R N AT I V E

Downtown Segment
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Downtown Segment: Alignment and Stations
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Downtown Segment: Cross Sections
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Rusk Street Capitol Street
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Franklin/Bagby
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EaDo/St. 
Emanuel
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LO C A L LY  P R E F E R R E D  A LT E R N AT I V E

Features & Benefits
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LPA Features
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Operations
• Transit-only lanes
• Bypass lanes for Regional Express and express buses 

at elevated METRORapid stations along I-10

BRT Service
• Frequent and reliable service, seven days a week
• Connects Downtown to Uptown with a fast, one-

seat ride

Amenities
• Universally accessible stations with elevators and 

staircases along I-10
• Enhanced connectivity for pedestrians and bicyclists
• High visibility architectural design takes into 

consideration patron safety and comfort
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Project Benefits: Projected 2045 Results
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Daily Passenger Trips 
carried on the

Inner Katy guideway

42,000

Daily Boardings
increase for Silver Line

50%

BRT Travel Time 
from NWTC to Downtown

19 min
Regional Express Travel Time

savings on the Inner Katy 
guideway

25%

Vehicle Miles Traveled 
reduced daily

80,000
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Project Video
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Placeholder slide – will be replaced 
in the pre-recorded video with the 
project video
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Environmental 
Studies
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What is the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)?

• Projects that receive federal funding are required to undergo the NEPA process to 
assess potential environmental impacts and inform the public and decision 
makers.

• The Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) initial NEPA determination for the Inner 
Katy Project is a Categorical Exclusion (CE).
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Environmental Resource Areas We Are Assessing for a CE

• Air Quality
• Community Disruption and Environmental 

Justice
• Hazardous Materials
• Historical and Archeological Resources
• Noise

• Parks and Recreational Areas
• Right-of-Way
• Traffic
• Visual Quality
• Waters, Wetlands, and Biological 

Resources
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Next Steps
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Next Steps
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Thank You
FOR COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:
Please complete the comment form at 
crm.RideMETRO.org by 11:59 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit RideMETRO.org/InnerKaty

39


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Project Development Process�
	What is a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)?
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Inner Katy Segment: Alignment Options
	Inner Katy Segment: Cross Section
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Downtown Segment: Alignment and Stations
	Downtown Segment: Cross Sections
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	LPA Features
	Project Benefits: Projected 2045 Results 
	Project Video
	Slide Number 34
	What is the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)?
	Environmental Resource Areas We Are Assessing for a CE
	Slide Number 37
	Next Steps��
	Slide Number 39

